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THE LARGEST ROBOTICS COMPANIES IN MASSACHUSETTS

RANKED BY NUMBER OF MASSACHUSETTS EMPLOYEES AS OF FEB. 1, 2017
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Robotics cluster continues
to thrive in the Bay State

hey do everything from clean our
T floors to assist in surgeries to pro-

tect our soldiers and first respond-
ers against explosive threats. The field of
robotics is a hot one these days, and it
turns out the Bay State is a hub for inno-
vation in this surging tech cluster.

The 19 companies on this year’s BBJ
list of the Largest Robotics Companies
in Massachusetts (which doesn’t include
large defense contractors or nonprofit
labs) reported employing a combined
workforce of 2,486 in the Bay State as of
Feb. 1, 2017. In addition, eight of the 14
companies that appeared on the last two
BBJ lists reported year-year-over increas-
es in their state worker head counts.

The largest year-over-year increase
in Massachusetts staff was reported by
No. 3-ranked Symbotic, the Wilming-
ton-based company that manufactures
autonomous mobile robots for use in
warehouse settings. Symbotic added 109
employees in Massachusetts in the last
year for a total of 345 in the Bay State.
Meanwhile, the biggest year-over-year
decrease in Massachusetts employees
was reported by Brooks Automation,
a Chelmsford-headquartered compa-
ny. Despite reporting 77 fewer Bay State
employees than at this time last year,
however, Brooks still easily maintained
its No. 1 ranking on the BBJ list with 594
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Massachusetts employees.

Also of note: This year’s list includes
several new participants, including No.
7-ranked Endeavor Robotics, previously
the Defense and Security Business Unit
within iRobot Corp., which was formed
as a standalone company in April 2016;
No. 12-ranked Piaggio Fast Forward; and
No. 15-ranked RightHand Robotics.

— Joe Halpern
and Sean McFadden
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Two of the consumer
products made by iRobot,
the second- largest
robotics employer in
Massachusetts, are the
Roomba 980 Vacuuming
Robot, top, and Braava
Jet Mopping Robot.
COURTESY OF IROBOT
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